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NAMES:  

Lorraine Tania Ifèolouwa AKPONIKPE (Ir), Agronomy  

TITLE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND ACADEMIC AFFILIATION 

Agronomy engineer 

PhD student of the Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, (PAGEV/GBioS/FSA) and 

Laboratory oh agronomy and environment (LAE/UL)  

 

CONTACT DETAILS:  

Tel. (+229) 62 03 10 95  

Email: tania.akponikpe@gmail.com / lorraine.akponikpe@univ-lorraine.fr 

 

EDUCATION / QUALIFICATION 

November 2022 – Now: PhD research on “Response of fonio (Digitaria exilis Stapf.) to varying 

pedoclimatic conditions and cultural practices” in University of Abomey-Calavi (Benin) and University 

of Lorraine (France); thesis funded by BIOVALOR project. Strengthening the skills approach and 

entrepreneurial culture in higher agronomic training: levers for professional integration and the 

development of the bioeconomy in Benin. (2022-2025) 

2014-2020: Agricultural Engineer Degree in Crop Sciences – Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, University 

of Abomey-Calavi (Benin Republic). 

Thesis: Analysis of sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas L.) production practices in Oueme Valley in southern  

Benin and evaluation of nodes number on vine and tillage method on yield performance in three  

landraces of sweet potato in Southern Benin (Thesis written in English and defended in July 2020 with 

First Class Honor). 

2014-2019: General Agronomy Diploma – Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, University of Abomey-

Calavi (Benin Republic). 

 

MOST RECENT SPECIFIC TRAININGS 

March 2023 -October 2023 : Training on Data Science in R software. Organization for Women in 

Science For the developing World-Benin.  

2021-2022: Training on methodological approaches in selecting urban garden organized by ACED 

BENIN and Centre for International Cooperation -VU (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the Netherlands). 

  

WORK EXPERIENCE 

November 2022 – Present: Researcher on “Response of fonio (Digitaria exilis Stapf.) to varying 

pedoclimatic conditions and cultural practices” in University of Abomey-Calavi (Benin) and University 

of Lorraine (France); thesis funded by BIOVALOR project. Strengthening the skills approach and 

entrepreneurial culture in higher agronomic training: levers for professional integration and the 

development of the bioeconomy in Benin. (2022-2025) 

2020-2022: Research Assistant and Co manager of Orange Fleshed Sweet Potato Project (OFSP)- 

(Improved Orange Fleshed Sweet Potato Value Chain for Food and Nutrition Security in Benin, Niger 

and Nigeria) being implemented by UP (Benin), UAC (Benin), INRAN (Niger), Ebony State University 

(Nigeria), Wageningen University and Research Center (WUR) and funded by African Union. 

Tasks: Ensure the Orange Fleshed Sweetpotato multiplication, agronomy training and distribution in 10 

districts across Benin, Supervise the vine multiplication and distribution activities in 10 districts across 
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Benin; Supervise field-based agronomic experiments; Facilitate timely reporting; Morphological 

characterization of 162 sweet potato accessions in Benin; Provide guidance to technicians and students; 

Sweet potato germplasm maintenance; Participate to project progress monitoring; Supervise students. 

- Surviewer for NGO CEVASTE with afRICan BIODIVERSIty NetWORK on the SEWOH project  

Tasks: Data collection and inventory on endogenous knowledges about seeds and plants, data analysis, 

report writing.  

- Consultant in the framework of the SEWOH project 

Tasks: Reinforcement of Ouidah’s farmer skills of the project on seeds store management, monitoring of 

farmers for their genebank.  

- Surviewer on TAREA project- (Supporting the Agro-Ecological Transition through Agricultural 

Research) funded by European Union. 

Tasks: Data collection on biological and ecological practices of rice farmers at Grand-Popo. 

2019-2020: Field Assistant Orange Flesh Sweet Potato Project (OFSP)- (Improved Orange Fleshed 

Sweet Potato Value Chain for Food and Nutrition Security in Benin, Niger and Nigeria) being 

implemented by UP (Benin), UAC (Benin), INRAN (Niger), Ebony State University (Nigeria), 

Wageningen University and Research Center (WUR) and funded by African Union. 

Tasks: Led and implemented an experiment on number of nodes and tillage methods on yield and yield 

components in three landraces of sweet potato in Southern Benin. 

2014-2019: - Internships in rural communities in Benin 

Tasks: Communities agricultural activities mapping and analysis; SWOT analysis at village, municipality 

level. 

- Field assistant on the Faculty of Agronomic Science Farm, University of Abomey-Calavi.  

Tasks: manager of vegetable production, seed multiplication, PhD students assistant in implementation 

of trials, market research for agricultural products, survey conducting. 

- Field assistant on « Heterosis analysis in tomato for yield, yield component and fruit quality in Benin » 

thesis in the Laboratory of Genetics, Horticulture and Seed Science. 

 

MOST RECENT FELLOWSHIPS  

2022: PhD fellowship, BIOVALOR. Strengthening the skills approach and entrepreneurial culture in higher 

agronomic training: levers for professional integration and the development of the bioeconomy in Benin. 

University of Abomey-Calavi (Benin) and University of Lorraine (France).  

MOST RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Thesis  

Akponikpe, T. 2020. Analysis of sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas L.) production practices in Oueme 

Valley and evaluation of number of nodes and tillage methods on yield and yield components in three 

landraces of sweet potato in Southern Benin. Agricultural Engineer thesis, University of Abomey-Calavi, 

Benin Republic. 83 pages. 

 

Peer Review articles 

Sohindji FS, Adje O. A. C, Fassinou Hotegni V. N, Fanou Fogny N, Akponikpe T, Quenum F, & 

Achigan-dako, E. G. (2022). Orange-fleshed sweetpotato production: Progress and perspectives for value 

chain development in West Africa. JSFA Reports. 2022. https://doi.org/10.1002/jsf2.42  

 

 

 


