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NAMES:  

Rabiath Féichokpè Raïssa ADIGOUN (MSc), Agronomy – Plant and Microbial Biotechnology 

TITLE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND ACADEMIC AFFILIATION 

PhD student 

Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, (PAGEV/GBioS/FSA/UAC) 

Laboratoire Sols et Environnement (LSE), University of Lorraine, France 

 

CONTACT DETAILS:  

Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi, 

01 BP 526 Cotonou, Republic of Benin, Tel. (+229) 62 69 80 29  

Email: adigounrabiath@gmail.com/ rabiath.adigoun@univ-lorraine.fr, 

URL http://gbios-uac.org/  

EDUCATION / QUALIFICATION 

2022 – Present: PhD in Plant Genetic Resources and Crop protection, Faculty of Agronomic Sciences 

(FSA), University of Abomey-Calavi (UAC), Republic of Benin. 

2022 – Present: PhD in Agronomic Sciences, National School of Agronomy and Food Industries 

(ENSAIA), University of Lorraine, France. 

2020 – 2022: Master of Sciences in Plant and Microbial Biotechnology, Faculty of Sciences and 

Technics, University of Cheikh Anta Diop, Senegal.  

2015 – 2019: Bachelor of Sciences in Crop Science, Faculty of Agronomic Sciences (FSA), University 

of Abomey-Calavi (UAC), Republic of Benin. 

 

MOST RECENT SPECIFIC TRAININGS 

September - November, 2023: Online training on “Project Management”, organized by Professor Rémi 

Bachelet, funded by the University of Lorraine, MOOC GdP, France. 

October, 10-14, 2022: Training on “Vegetable genetic resources conservation and use, with a focus on 

germplasm regeneration, phenotyping, and genotyping”, organized by the World Vegetable Center, 

funded by the Taiwan African Vegetable Initiative (TAVI) project, in person participation, Arusha 

(Tanzania). 

April, 11-13, 2022: DAAD-Alumni training on “Overcoming soil erosion for a food security in West-

Africa: Sustainable land restoration practices and computer programming tools”, funded by DAAD, in 

person participation, Parakou, (Republic of Benin). 

August - November, 2020: Online training on “Electronic Library Resources Blended Learning 

Workshop”, offered by DAAD funded by the Ministry for Development and Cooperation (BMZ) in 

Cooperation with the Information Training & Outreach Centre for Africa (ITOCA) within the framework 

of the DAAD Digitisation Strategy. 

October, 21-22, 2019: Training on “Digitalization of breeding programs and data management”, 

sponsored by AVISA project, International Crops Research Institute for the semi-Arid Tropics 

(ICRISAT), in person participation, Accra (Ghana). 

April, 01-05, 2019: Training on “Molecular Biology and Open Labware Building”, organised by JR 

Biotek Foundation through the Reach &Teach Science in Africa project, University of Abomey-Calavi, 

in person participation, Republic of Benin. 

 

 

http://gbios-uac.org/
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WORK EXPERIENCE 

April - September 2022: Research Assistant, Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, Faculty 

of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey Calavi, Republic of Benin. Functions: co-manager of 

BMZ-CGT project, writing of terms of reference, assist in the planning and implementation of project 

activities, writing activity, workshop and mission reports. 

April – December 2021: Research fellow, National Laboratory for Research on Plant Production 

(LNRPV) - Joint Microbiology Laboratory (LCM), Senegalese Institute for Agricultural Research 

(ISRA), Dakar, Senegal. Functions: evaluation of the effect of organic fertilization combined with 

arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi on the growth of four local varieties of cowpea, pearl millet and sweet 

potato, determination of the mineral content of root and biomasses. 

March 2019 – January 2020: Genebank curator, Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, 

Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey Calavi, Republic of Benin. Functions: Storage 

and conservation of seeds of cereal, legume, leafy vegetable crops. Sorting, drying, control of the moisture 

content, packaging and conservation of seeds. Multiplication / regeneration of seeds to maintain a higher 

viability rate. 

March 2019 – January 2020: Research assistant in Molecular Biology, Genetics, Biotechnology, and 

Seed Sciences Unit, Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey Calavi, Republic of Benin. 

Functions:  DNA extraction, buffer solution preparation, PCR programming, primers’ screening, 

molecular laboratory equipment arrangement. 

November – December 2018: Field research assistant, Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, 

Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey Calavi, Republic of Benin. Functions: field 

agromorphological data collection of 364 accessions of Macrotyloma geocarpum at Sékou and Savè 

(Republic of Benin), data reporting. 

September – November 2018: Academic internship of 3rd year of Bachelor's degree in Crop Science, 

School of Plant Sciences, Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey Calavi, Republic of 

Benin. Functions: research proposal writing, survey of maize seed producers and maize grain producers 

to analyze the production and distribution systems of maize seeds in Djidja, Glazoué, Bembèrèkè and 

Gogounou municipalities (Republic of Benin). 

2018: Internship in Horticulture, Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, Faculty of Agronomic 

Sciences, University of Abomey Calavi, Republic of Benin. Functions: Production and marketing of 

vegetables (Solanum macrocarpon, Amaranthus cruentus, Vernonia amygdalina, Cleome gynandra, 

Daucus carota). 

 

CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH 

November 2017- Present: Field technician and Member of the Cooperative “Seed Services” specialized 

in the production, distribution of quality seeds of horticultural crops and technical assistance to farmers. 

Seed Services provide high quality seeds of vegetable and fruit crop species especially local ones. 

  

 

KEY RECENT MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 

November 29th - December 02nd, 2022: Oral presenter. 19th Congress of the African Association for 

Biological Nitrogen Fixation (AABNF) on the theme “Biological nitrogen fixation and biofertilization: 

agro-ecological tools for sustainable development and food security in the context of climate change”, 

Dakar, Senegal. 

Rabiath F. R. Adigoun, Hassna Founoune-Mboup, Bassirou Diallo, Aboubacry Kane, Jean-Michel 

Medoc, Arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi inoculation combined with organic fertilization improves growth 

and nutrients uptake in pearl millet and cowpea varieties, ISRA. Dakar, Senegal. 
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October, 23-25th, 2019. Poster presenter. The Launch of the African Plant Breeders Association and 

Maiden International Conference. “Advances in Classical Breeding and Application of Modern Breeding 

Tools for Food and Nutrition Security in Africa”.  African Plant Breeders Associations (APBA) 

Conference, Accra, Ghana.                          

Rabiath F. R. Adigoun, Enoch G. Achigan-Dako, Orphan crop genetic resources management in the 

genebank of the laboratory of Genetics, Biotechnology, Seed Science (GBioS), University of Abomey-

Calavi. Poster. 

 

AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS 

African Plant Nutrition Scholar Award, USD 2000, African Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI), Benguérir, 

Morocco (2021). 

 

MOST RECENT GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS  

2020: DAAD In Region/ In Country Scholarship for Master’s studies, CERAAS, Senegal. Duration: 2 years. 

2015: National Scholarship of Benin government for Bachelor’s studies in Agronomy, Republic of Benin. 

Duration: 3 ans. 

 

MOST RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Adigoun RFR, Houdegbe AC, Fassinou Hotegni NV, Segnon AC, N’Danikou S, Adjé CAO, Adadja RPM 

and Achigan-Dako EG (2022) Enabling effective maize seed system in low-income countries of West Africa: 

Insights from Benin. Front. Sustain. Food Syst. 6:1045629. doi: 10.3389/fsufs.2022.1045629. 

 


