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NAMES:  

Eliel Belchrist SOSSOU (MSc), Agronomy – Biotechnology and Plant Breeding 

TITLE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND ACADEMIC AFFILIATION 

PhD student 

Genetics, Biotechnology, and Seed Sciences Unit, (PAGEV/GBioS/FSA) 

 

CONTACT DETAILS:  

Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi, 

01 BP 526 Cotonou, Republic of Benin, Tel. (+229) 61 028 255   

Email: elielbelchristsossou@gmail.com/ eliel.sossou@worldveg.org  

URL http://gbios-uac.org/  

EDUCATION / QUALIFICATION 

2022 – Present: PhD in Conservation of plant genetics resources and crop protection/ Plant breeding, 

School of Crops Sciences, Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi. 

2016 – 2020: Master's degree in Biotechnology and Plant Breeding, School of Crops Sciences, Faculty 

of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi. 

2011 – 2015: Bachelor's Degree in crop production. School of Crops Sciences, Faculty of Agronomic 

Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi.  

MOST RECENT SPECIFIC TRAINING 

June 17-19, 2019: Workshop in grant proposal writing facilitated by F2F Program funded by the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) and WINROCK International, Ebonyi State University, Nigeria 

 

October, 10-14, 2022: Training course on vegetable genetic resources conservation and use, with a focus on 

Germplasm regeneration, phenotyping, and genotyping. In presence training in Arusha, Tanzania. 

 

May, 22-26, 2023: First ISME-Africa Symposium and Bioinformatics Training workshop at Institut National 

Polytechnique Félix Houphouet-Boigny, Yamoussoukro, Côte d’ivoire. 

 

October, 9-13, 2023: 3rd round TAVI Training course on vegetable genetic resources conservation and use, with 

a focus on Germplasm conservation, quality management and connecting Genebank to society. In presence training 

in Arusha, Tanzania. 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

May 2022- December 2022  Project assistant:  

BMZ-CGT (Choose-Thrive-Grow) Project UAC, Laboratory of Genetics, Biotechnology and Seed Sciences 

(GBioS), University of Abomey-Calavi.  

 

June 2022 - July 2022 Junior Consultant:  

Training of the project team members on data Collection using Kobocollect tools Cowpea Phase 2, COWPEA 

Atlas project in Zaria, Kaduna State, Nigeria. 

 

February 2021- October 2022  Project assistant  

TAVI (Taiwan-Africa Vegetable Initiative) Project UAC, Laboratory of Genetics, Biotechnology and Seed 

Sciences (GBioS), University of Abomey-Calavi.  

 

KEY RECENT MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
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October, 21st -25th, 2019: APBA (African Plant Breeders Association) maiden international conference on the 

theme “Advances in Classical Breeding and Application of Modern Breeding Tools for Food and Nutrition 

Security in Africa” at UG from October 21-25, 2019. 

 

October, 23rd -26th, 2023: APBA (African Plant Breeders Association) Conference on leveraging genetic 

innovation for Resilient African food system in the wake of Global shocks. Poster presentation: Variability in 

leaf and fruit traits of Gboma Eggplant (Solanum macrocarpon L.) is influenced by geographical origin. Authors: 

Eliel B. Sossou, Mathieu A.T. Ayenan, Sognigbe N’Danikou, Rachidatou Sikirou, Carlos Houdegbe, Dedeou 

Tchokpohoue, Roland Schafleitner, Enoch G. Achigan-Dako.  

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

Member, African Plant Breeders Association (APBA) 

Member, African Bio-genome Project (African bp) 
 

MOST RECENT GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS  

2011: Government scholarship for a Bachelor's degree at the Faculty of Agronomic Science of the University of 

Abomey-calavi. Duration 3 years.  

2018: Mobility research grant of European Union for Master's degree at the University of Ebonyi State. Duration: 

1 an.  

2021: PhD research grant (World Vegetable Center/ SAFEVEG project) 

 

MOST RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

1- Eliel B. Sossou, Enoch G. Achigan-Dako, E. O. Deedi Sogbohossou, Herbaud P. F. Zohoungbogbo, 

Nicodeme H. Fassinou, Happiness O. Oselebe (2022). Dissecting genetic variation and linking crop 

functional traits to iron, zinc and carotenoid contents in amaranth (Amaranthus cruentus) genetic 

resources "All-Africa Summit on Diversifying Food Systems with African Traditional Vegetables to 

Increase Health, Nutrition, and Wealth." Journal of Medicinally Active Plants 11, (3).  

2- Jelila S. Blalogoe, Eliel B. Sossou, Sognigbe N’Danikou, Enoch G. Achigan-Dako (2023). Accelerating 

hybrid seed development and utilization in African leafy vegetables production: A review. Plant 

breeding, Taylor and Francis. (In review) 

3- Eliel B. Sossou, Mathieu Ayenan, Roland schafleitner, Sikirou Rachidatou, Enoch Achigan Dako 

(2023). Insights on bacterial wilt disease-resistance breeding: Lessons learnt from common Solanaceae 

crops and the way forward for TAVs. Plant breeding, Wiley. (In review) 


